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Welcome to the 6th edition of our SEND newsletter.

will open in 2024 with the RISE Partnership 
Trust. This means that those in key stage 3 at 
Manor Newman will move directly into the new 
school when it opens. Added to this, two new 
additionally resourced provisions will open in 
mainstream schools in April 2023, with a further 
six in 2024. 

We now look forward to 2023 and the 
expansion of the Brent Council grant funds to 
support third sector organisations to deliver 
inclusive and targeted youth activities. More 
details will follow on the Local Offer. 

The opportunity to celebrate SEND children 
and young people in Brent was a direct request 
from Brent families. On 9th March 2023 we will 
hold a celebration event recognising our young 
people. Young People, parents/carers, settings 
and schools will be asked to submit artwork, to 
nominate talented musicians and performers 
who we can see and hear and celebrate on the 
evening. The Local Offer will hold all the details of 
the event and tickets to join us on the evening. 

I wish you all a good holiday season and look 
forward to seeing you in the New Year.

Hello everyone.
As we reflect on the past year it is incredible to 
think about what, together, we have achieved 
for our young Brent population.  

Young People and the Brent Parent Carer Forum 
have actively been advocating at Brent forums 
and strategy groups, working with Brent Council 
and the NHS to shape the future of Brent for 
children and young people with SEND. We have 
been seeking ways to improve the Local Offer for 
SEND young people to ensure they have every 
opportunity to succeed and to dream big, achieve 
well, have choice, control, and lead fulfilled lives. 

To name a few successes we have:

•  Expanded the Supported Internship and 
Employment offer across Wembley, taking 
young people into meaningful employment. 
Ask your SEN case officer about these 
opportunities. We expect to continue to grow 
this offer year-on-year. 

•  Ensured that every school and over 200 
nurseries now support children and young 
people via the graduated approach. 

In 2022 families worked with the Parks 
Department to review the accessibility of Brent’s 
parks and we are pleased to announce that in 
2023 King Edward VII Park, Stonebridge Park 
and Round wood Park are being renovated with 
play equipment for children with disabilities. 

Brent Council also can confirm that the new 
special secondary school Wembley Manor 

Sharon Buckby  
(Head of Inclusion and the 
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MEET THE TEAM

Within Inclusion Service 
there have been a number of 
staffing changes. There has 
been a significant investment 
in the team by Brent Council, 
recognising the important role 
staff play in supporting children 
and their families. 

Starting with a name change; 
SENAS is now known as SEND 
0-25 Team. 

We have two new SEND 
0-25 team managers; Noreen 
Rahman and Tony Crocker. 

Lorna Fry is the new SEN 
Advisory Team Manager. Lorna 
oversees the work with schools 
to improve the graduated 
approach and support for 
pupils identified as requiring 
SEN support 

Tina Murray is the new Inclusion 
Support Team Manager, with a 
team supporting children at risk 
of exclusions. 

BRENT OUTREACH AUTISM 
TEAM (BOAT)

In line with other 
services in the Council 
and The Green Paper, 
BOAT has reviewed its 

support offer for settings. The 
service going forward will be a 
settings-focused service with 
support for parents / carers 
and family members from the 
settings themselves and other 
services in the borough. 
From 31st October, mainstream 
nursery and school settings can 
request involvement from BOAT 
and the revised support offer is 
detailed below. 

BOAT is a service supporting 
settings of students at an 
individual and whole setting 
level. Involvement from BOAT is 
dependent on agreed needs of 
the students and the setting. 

The SENCo is the main point 

of contact for questions from 
parents and carers. 
other than at school provision. 
If you remove your child from 
the school roll you will be 
required to identify how you 
are meeting the education 
needs of your child and 
also how you have/will be 
arranging for the elements of 
the EHCP to be met. 

EDUCATIONAL 
PSYCHOLOGY TEAM
Parent Drop in sessions
The Educational Psychology 
Team continue to offer our 
popular half-termly parent 
drop-in sessions. These enable 
parents to discuss any issues 
they have with an Educational 
Psychologist. Please do 
contact your schools SENCo 
who can send the request for 
a drop-in session. 

SENCo Drop in sessions 
Individual schools and settings 
will continue to have an 
opportunity for tailor-made 
discussion with an Educational 
Psychologist on a drop-in 
basis for two hourly slots per 
term. Schools can book in 
a session in advance. These 
phone drop-ins will be the 
forum to discuss individual 
children and young people 
on an anonymous basis or 
to discuss any other items 
SENCos or school staff wish 
to bring to the discussion. It 
will be possible to discuss a 
number of children per call in 
this way.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
If your child has an EHC Plan 
and you move address within 
Brent or you move out of Brent 
please notify the SENAS team 

via SEN Review’s sen.reviews@
brent.gov.uk of your new 
address. 

SCHOOLS PLACEMENTS 
If a school is named on your 
child’s plan, but you change 
your mind about the provision, 
you are still required, under 
1996 Education Act, to ensure 
your child attends the school 
until a change of placement has 
been secured and your child is 
on the roll of another school or 
in receipt of education other 
than at school provision. If you 
remove your child from the 
school roll, you will be required 
to identify how you are meeting 
the education needs of your 
child and also how you have 
arranged/ will be arranging for 
the elements of the EHCP to be 
met.

SHORT BREAKS STATEMENT 
OF INTENT 
Local Authorities have a duty 
to produce a short breaks 
statement. This means that 
families, carers and young 
people understand the services 
that are available, the eligibility 
criteria for these services, and 
how the breadth of services 
have been designed to meet the 
needs of the families in Brent. 

The current Short Breaks 
Statement (Brent Council Leisure 
and Short Break Services – For 
children and young people 
with SEND aged 0 to 25 years 
old) was co-produced, and 
consulted upon in 2018. 

During 2022, in co-production 
with parents, carers and young 
people the short breaks offer 
has been reviewed again. It has 
been important to reshape the 
short breaks eligibility criteria, 
which has meant making 
sure that Brent residents 
understand what is available to 
them, who is eligible, and how 

they can access it. 
The Council has been 

consulting with stakeholders, to 
gauge their views on the Short 
Breaks Statement of Intent. The 
consultation period was from 1 
October to 20 November 2022. 

Feedback indicated that 
parents wanted more 
information on the offer 
available. All provision is listed 
on the Local Offer. 

The short breaks statement of 
intent is available through the 
Brent Council website 

PERSON CENTRED ANNUAL 
REVIEWS
The Special Educational Needs 
and Disability Code of Practice: 
0-25 years provides statutory 
guidance relating to part 3 of 
the Children and Families Act 
2014 with reference to the 
need for a stronger focus on 
the participation of children/
young people and their parents/
carers in decision making at 
both individual and strategic 
levels. The use of person 
centred approaches provide 
the opportunity to fulfil these 
principles.

A person centred annual 
review provides an opportunity 
to engage directly with children/
young people by putting them 
at the ‘heart’ of the process.

All schools, across the 
borough, should use this 
approach to annual reviews. 
Guidance has been developed 
to support the process.  

Further information on the 
person centred approach can 
be found on the Local Offer 
this Includes a booklet to for 
parents/carers and children and 
Young people. 

Training took place at the 
SENCO forum in the Autumn 
Term 2022. Further training in 
the spring term will be available 
and will be combined with 14+ 
transition training for parents 
and SENCO’s

https://www.brent.gov.uk
https://www.brent.gov.uk/children-young-people-and-families/send-local-offer


WHAT DOES 
IT MEAN TO BE 
NEURODIVERSE?  
Brent Children’s Services 
and NHS have been 
working closely with 
families in Brent to create a 
Neurodiversity section on the 
Local Offer. The tree represents 
our neurodiverse community 
flourishing in Brent. 

The Thrive 
framework 
underpins our 

approach to 
meeting needs. Being 

neurodiverse does not 
mean having a diagnosis, 
it’s recognising that people 
require additional support at 
different times so that they 
can thrive. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE 
PART OF THIS EXCITING 
PROJECT?
Our exciting new addition to 
Brent’s Local Offer page will give 
advice and guidance to parents 
with neurodiverse 
children and young 
people. 

We need parents/
carers and children and 
young people to take 
part in two videos we are 
putting together. Parents 
can choose either one of 
the videos or both. 

The first video is ‘All 
about me’ this project 
focuses on the child/
young person first by 
creating a video around 
the following: 

- Interests

- Strengths

-  Differences/
challenges and how they may 
overcome these

The second video is about 

how you have shared your 
needs/child or young person’s 
needs with their siblings, 
grandparents, friends, and the 
community. 

Deadline to show interest: 
Monday 5th January 2023 

The best part of this project 

is students and parents/carers 
can enjoy their contributions 
on the local offer and they will 
be helping other families with 
Neurodiverse children/young 
people. If you would like to be 

supported with your 
recording Pinar or Tanya 
can help you with this at 
Brent Civic Centre. 

Please note these 
videos will be uploaded 
onto Brent’s YouTube 
page and Brent’s Local 
Offer page. 

If you are interested 
in taking part please 
contact Pinar Tonruk and 
Tanya Rahman for more 
information and consent 
forms: Pinar.tonruk@
brent.gov.uk, Tanya.
rahman@brent.gov.uk

25X25 CHALLENGE
AGED 16-25 WITH 
SEND? INSPIRE OTHERS 
BY SHARING YOUR 
EXPERIENCES ONLINE 
Brent has an exciting new 
prospect 
at hand: 
the 25x25 
Challenge. 
This is 
aimed 
at young 
people with 
special educational 
needs & disabilities 
(SEND) who live in Brent 
and are aged 16 to 25 
years. 

The 25x25 Challenge 
will encourage young 
people to attend 25 
cultural activities by the 
age of 25 within Brent and 
across London 

This will commence in March 
2023 following the Official 
Launch Event 

An important part of the 
Challenge is to attend events 
with others and have FUN! 

Doing things with friends, 
family, class-v-mates, clubs 
or as part of a bigger group 
will make the excursion 
memorable and special. 

You could attend a play at 
the Kiln Theatre, experience a 

concert at 
Wembley 
Stadium, watch 
a film at The 

Lexi cinema 
or visit a museum at Brent 
Library. A visit to London Zoo, 
the London Eye or Notting Hill 
Carnival also cultural activities 
in the wider sense. Young 
people are welcome to do 
more than 25 activities, there 
is no limit! 

Brent is inviting young 
people to register by sending 
a few details (name, nickname, 
age) to this email address: 
25X25challenge@brent.
gov.uk. Furthermore, you 
can share with us a record 
of your activities which can 
help promote the Challenge 
on the Council’s Instagram 
page and bring awareness 
of your cultural experience. 
The experience can be in the 
form of photos, short videos, 
stories, poems, raps, a diary or 

other visual or literal methods. 
It could just be a few 
sentences or a photograph 
with a caption. 

Please be aware if you send 
in images, you should ask all 
the subjects for permission to 

post the image on social 
media. 

Please encourage 
and support young 
people with SEND 
to engage with this 
initiative. Those who 
take part in the 
25x25 Challenge 
will have their 
experiences 
celebrated 
at an annual 
SEND 

celebration in the 
Civic Centre from 

spring 2023. 

AUTISM CARE  
NAVIGATION SERVICE 
The care navigation service is 
for 18 year olds and above who 
live in Brent. 

The care navigator can provide 
information about local health 
and social care services and 
support with access, for instance, 
by making a referral. They will 
also collect feedback about 
experiences with local services. 

All individuals will be referred 
to the Care Navigator at the 
point of joining the Adult Autism 
Assessment maintained by the 
Brent LD Community Team. It is 
also possible for people to self-
refer through the online portal. 

Nurse and Clinical Team Lead 
- Brent CAMHS to hear about
the different things you could
try to ensure that you and
your child/children have a
good night sleep

Join us by registering for 
this session to receive further 

ACTIVITIES AND WORKSHOPS IN BRENT
SLEEP HYGIENE
Thursday 8th December 
7-8.30pm
SEND Parent Carers Workshop 
- Sleep Hygiene Getting a
good nights sleep! Tickets, 
Thu 8 Dec 2022 at 19:00 | 
Eventbrite

Tuesday 13th December 10-
11.30am  
https://www.eventbrite.
co.uk/e/send-parent-carers-
workshop-sleep-hygiene-
getting-a-good-nights-sleep-
tickets-445240695907

Join Ghada Karkotli - Lead 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/send-parent-carers-workshop-sleep-hygiene-getting-a-good-nights-sleep-tickets-445234978807
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/send-parent-carers-workshop-sleep-hygiene-getting-a-good-nights-sleep-tickets-445240695907
www.advocacyproject.org.uk/ care-navigator


information and link for this 
session 

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.
us/j/3905806354
Meeting ID: 390 580 6354

FAMILY WELL-BEING 
CENTRE
The Brent Family Wellbeing 
Centres provide a range of 
community-led services that 
can support you from the 
moment you know you’re 
expecting, through pregnancy 
and birth, until your child is 
18 years old (or up to 25 for 
children and young people 
with special educational needs). 
The Centres, offer a wide range 
of free health, education and 
welfare services to families and 
aim to give everyone in Brent 
the best possible start in life.

The Brent Family Wellbeing 
Centres are free to use by 
families that live in Brent. If 
you wish to use the services 
provided at any of the Centres, 
you will need to register your 
family’s details, including all 
of the children you have. The 
Family Well-Being Centres will 
have workshops on during the 
Christmas holidays. It’s simple 
and easy to do and once you 
are registered, you can book 
and manage your sessions 
and activities in advance. 
You can book your sessions 
here: Family Wellbeing Centres | 
Brent Council

ACTION SPACE
Mondays in the studio at 
Action Space Brent

Enjoy making art? Make art 
on Mondays with ActionSpace 
in Brent. This free one year 
art project began in October. 
There is support from an 
art facilitator Emily to make 
different kinds of art and 
develop your skills.

Every artist at ActionSpace 
has the opportunity to exhibit 
their work each year as a 
professional artist. It is also 
a great way to develop your 
interest in art. ActionSpace is 
London’s leading agency for 
artists with learning disabilities. 

For learning disabled adults 
aged 18-30 living Brent. 

Where: ActionSpace Brent, 
ACAVA studios at Barham 
Park (near Sudbury town and 
Wembley Central).

When: Mondays 10am-1pm. 
Contact the details below to 
find out more.
Contact: 020 7209 4289 or 
siobhan@actionspace.org to 
book a trial session. 

B.ACTIVE CARD
The B.Active leisure discount 
card is available to all Brent 
residents aged 17+ with an 
EHC Plan or who are registered 
as disabled.  Card holders can 
benefit from reduced prices 
on a range of activities at our 
sports centres. 

The cost of the B.Active card 
is £6.75 for 12 months and it 
gives 40% discount.

Application forms are 
available here: 
B Active leisure discount card | 
Brent Council
and can be taken to the 
following sports centres:
Bridge Park Community  
Leisure Centre
Moberly Sports Centre
St Augustine’s Sports Centre
Vale Farm Sports Centre
Willesden Sports Centre

MULTI-SPORT DISABILITY 
SESSIONS
A free SEND multi-sport session 
has opened at Roundwood 
Community Centre which 
includes football, basketball, 
dodgeball, 4 goals, bench ball, 
Yoga, and traditional games.

Age range 9-15 year olds. 
Two qualified coaches run the 

weekly session on Saturdayss 
between 12-2 pm. 

The sessions run to 25 
March 2023 and consists of a 
curriculum that uses sports as 
a tool for dialogue, respect, 
tolerance and understanding 
among children and young 
people.

The sessions are run by ‘Let’s 
Unite for Autism’, a non-profit 
organisation.

Contact details:  
info@letsuniteforautism.org
www.letsuniteforautism.org
Mobile: 07525 481 655 young people aged 8+.

DISABILITY SPORTS 
COACHING
Willesden Sports Centre hosts 
a disability multi-sports club 
every Saturday 12.30 – 2.30 pm, 
cost £4, run by ‘Disability Sports 
Coaching’.

This is a well-established and 
vibrant multi-sports club based 
at Willesden Sports Centre. Club 
Brent is a 2 hour multi-sports 
session covering a host of 
sports that can be adapted to all 
abilities. Popular sports include 
Basketball, Cricket and 
Boccia. Most weeks 
there is also time for 
members to go on 
a bouncy castle. Specialist 
taster sessions also take place 
in the club from time to time 
including boxing, dance, golf 
and more. Siblings are welcome 
to join in and parents/carers are 
encouraged to stay, watch and 
even take part! All disabilities 
and impairments welcome. For 

For more information and 
bookings please contact 
Willesden Sports Centre: 
www.1life.co.uk/Willesden-
Sports-Centre/

Don’t forget to check Brent’s 
Community Directory for more 
activities:
Community Directory | Brent 
Council

KEEN LONDON
KEEN London provides free 
games and activity sessions with 
tailored support for children with 
additional needs and disabilities. 
We support children (known as 
‘athletes’) with a wide range of 
additional needs.

Through our sessions, we 
aim to develop and improve 
children’s social and physical 
wellbeing, working towards 
personal goals and of course 
having fun! Our work is funded 
entirely through donations 
& grants and would not be 

possible without the support of 
donors and the volunteers that 
support our children every week. 

To find out more about 
accessing Keen London activities, 
volunteer or support us please 
get in touch!
With KEEN, I can! | KEEN London
E: info@keenlondon.org

RETHINK MENTAL HEALTH
As one of the largest charitable 
providers of services for people 
living with mental illness, Rethink 
are well placed to make a direct 
impact on the care people 
receive. Their vision is for equality, 
rights, the fair treatment and 
maximum quality of life for all 
those affected by mental illness, 
their carers, family and friends.

People with experience of 
mental illness, and those who 
care for them, are at the heart 
of everything Rethink do. These 
people shape our expert advice, 
information and training, and 
90 services. They also drive 
our campaigning and help 
to run over 140 local support 
groups. Supporting all this life-
changing work are our incredible 
supporters, volunteers and staff 
members.

Please use the link below if you 
would like to contact Rethink 

for support or if you are 
interested in volunteering 

with them.
We are Rethink 
Mental Illness

Contact Rethink 
Mental Illness

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/3905806354#success
https://www.brent.gov.uk/children-young-people-and-families/support-for-parents-and-families/family-wellbeing-centres
https://www.brent.gov.uk/parks-leisure-and-healthy-living/sports-clubs-and-activities/b-active-leisure-discount-card
https://www.letsuniteforautism.org
https://www.1life.co.uk/Willesden-Sports-Centre/
https://www.brent.gov.uk/neighbourhoods-and-communities/community-directory?page=1&skip=0&order=brent_item_title&size=25
https://www.keenlondon.org
https://www.rethink.org
https://www.rethink.org/aboutus/who-we-are/contact-us/


CHRISTMAS IN BRENT

BRENT CROSS  
SHOPPING CENTRE:
Winter Festival (includes Santa’s 
Grotto and Ice Skating)  
27 November -2nd January
Why not enjoy a magical treat this 
Christmas and let the Winter Festival 
sweep you off your feet. With many 
rides, games and food venders this 
Christmas, will still be one to remember. 
Book here: Book Your Tickets Online 
(winterfestivalbrentcross.com)

Christmas Crazy Golf  
19 November-23 December 
Book your free ticket here:  
Christmas Crazy Golf is coming! 
(brentcross.co.uk)

Brent Cross: Children’s Christmas 
Gingerbread Making Classes
Full of festive fun, gingerbread-
making classes are the perfect way to 
keep little hands busy this holiday.

LOVE CLEAN STREETS
Please use Brent’s Love Clean  
Streets smartphone app and set 
‘Cleaner Brent’ as your home 
authority to report any dirty or 
damaged street furniture, broken 
pavements, overflowing litter bins 
or blockages. Pavement obstacles 
make it difficult for wheelchair users 
to move safely and independently. 

Polio virus has been found 
in sewage samples taken from 
various areas in London including 
Brent. This suggests the virus is 
spreading between people, most 
likely because of the lower levels of 
vaccination uptake.

Ensure you boost your child’s 
immunity this half term by taking up 
the Polio vaccine offer for children 
aged 5-9 years at the Brent Civic 
Centre vaccine clinic (1st floor). 
Please bring your child’s Red Book 
or immunisation record if possible 
when coming for the vaccination.

Please check the Brent Council 
website to book your child’s 
appointment or use the link below 
and keep an eye out on pop-up 
events where we will be offering  
Polio vaccines.

https://bookings.winterfestivalbrentcross.com
https://www.brentcross.co.uk/events/christmas-crazy-golf
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/brent-cross-childrens-christmas-gingerbread-making-classes-tickets-435627211717
https://www.brent.gov.uk/adult-social-care/health-and-wellbeing/polio



