
 Ashley College Curriculum 2022-23 Subject: ENGLISH Teacher: Caroline O’ Gara 

Groups 

Brief/ Heading  from subject  LTPs 

Subject Intent 

Syllabus/ exam board 
qualification 

Suggested reading/text 
books 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2  

KS3 

Literature 
Poetry Across Time 
 
A Poison Tree by WILLIAM 
BLAKE (1757–1827) 
Ozymandias by P B SHELLEY 
(1818) 
Wherever I Hang or 
Hurricane Hits England by 
GRACE NICHOLS (1950-)  
Quickdraw by CAROL ANN 
DUFFY (1955 -) 
 

Understanding the main 
ideas in the poems. 
 
Comparison, analysis of 
language and structure. 
 
Independent student 
Interpretation and 
responses. 
 
Context 
 
(Lt-AO1) 
(Lt-AO2) 
(Lt-AO3) 
 

Bridge to GCSE – 
Literature: Paper 2 

Language 
Writers’ views and 
perspectives –
reading non-fiction 
texts 
 
Synthesis of texts 
(Lg-AO1) 
 
Comparison of 
writers’ 
ideas and 
perspectives 
(Lg-AO3). 
 
Comparison of 
writers’ 
methods to convey 
meaning/s 
(Lg-AO3). 

 
Bridge to GCSE- 
Language Paper 2 

Literature 
Shakespeare 
Romeo and Juliet 
or The Tempest 
 
Understanding of 
main themes, ideas, 
character. 
 
Critical response. 
 
Personal 
interpretation and 
response. 
 
Use of quotation and 
reference to text to 
support 
interpretations in 
closed book 
conditions. 
 
Analysis of language 
 
Context 
 
(Lt-AO1) 
(Lt-AO2) 
(Lt-AO3) 
 

Bridge to GCSE- 
Literature 
 
 

 

Literature 
Shakespeare 
Romeo and Juliet 
or The Tempest 

 
Understanding of 
main themes, ideas, 
character. 
 
Critical response. 
 
Personal 
interpretation and 
response. 
 
Use of quotation and 
reference to text to 
support 
interpretations in 
closed book 
conditions. 
 
Analysis of language 
 
Context 
 
(Lt-AO1) 
(Lt-AO2) 
(Lt-AO3) 
 

Bridge to GCSE- 
Literature 
 
 
 
 
 

Language/Literature 
Explorations in 
creative reading  
 
Short story form 
(name of text-tbc) 
 

Identify and interpret 
explicit and implicit 
information and ideas 
(Lg-AO1) 
 
Analysis of how 
writers 
use Language and 
Structure 
(Lg-AO2) 
 
Critical Evaluation 
(Lg-AO4) 
 

Bridge to GCSE 
Language Paper 1 
& 
Literature Paper 2 
 

Language- 
Creative writing: 
 
Features of writing 
to 
Describe. 
 
Use of sentence 
Structure and 
Punctuation for 
impact 
 
Emphasis on crafting 
writing. 
 

Non-fiction 
discursive writing: 
 
Writing to present a 
point of view 
(argue). 
 
Planning within a 
time limit. 
 
Proofreading 
/accuracy 
(Lg-AO5) 
(Lg-AO6) 
 

Bridge to GCSE – 
Language Paper 1 
& 2 

We aim to enhance our pupils’ 

understanding and appreciation of 

literature throughout the ages and to 

develop the skills they need to read, 

understand and analyse a wide range of 

different fiction and non-fiction texts and to 

write clearly.  

We aim to ensure that KS3 provides a 

bridge to GCSE; and across all the key 

stages, we promote oracy skills. As some 

of our KS3 students will remain at Ashley 

College for more than three terms, we 

need to be flexible about the KS3 

curriculum, so that those students do not 

study the same topics over two years. 

This is why teachers can choose from 

different topics/units. 

As many of our KS4 pupils do not do a 

GCSE in Literature or History, we are 

conscious of the importance of increasing 

their cultural capital through wider 

reading, exploring context and celebrating 

the students’ heritage and experiences 

though the careful selection of extracts for 

GCSE Language. Given that all our pupils 

have health needs, we also try to use 

texts that give the pupils the opportunity to 

explore issues around and where possible 

validate their own ideas around mental 

health, disability and facing challenges in 

life. 

National Curriculum  
 
 
Young adult fiction by the following 
authors are recommended: 
Neil Gaiman 
John Green 
Philippa Gregory 
Ali Lewis 
Beverley Naidoo 
Patrick Ness 
Philip Pullman 
Meg Rosoff 
Marcus Sedgwick 
 

K
S4

 

Yr10 

Language 
Paper 1: 
Explorations in creative 
reading: Reading 
 
Extracts from: 
Half of a Yellow sun 
(family, school) 

Language 
Paper 1: 
Explorations in 
creative writing 
 
Write to describe 
(Using images- 
(photographs & 

Language 
Paper 2:  

Writers’ views and 
perspectives –
Reading non-fiction 
texts: 
(Texts about living 
conditions/poverty 

Language 
Paper 2:  

Writers’ views and 
perspectives –
Reading non-
fiction texts 
(Texts about crime 
Texts about schools) 

Language 
Paper 2:  
Writers’ views and 
perspectives:  
 
Discursive writing. 
Form: letter,  

Language 
Paper 1: 
Explorations in 
creative reading: 
Reading 
   

Spoken Language:  
 

AQA English Language (8700) 
 
Suggested Newspapers:  
The Times; The Independent; 
The Guardian. 
 
Online news: BBC News; The New 
York Times; Google World News; 
The Day, Common Dreams.  



1984 (power, gov, rights) 
The Kite Runner (family, 
traditions) 
Enduring Love (death, 
choices, responsibility) 

 
Identify and interpret 
explicit and implicit 
information and ideas (Lg-
AO1).  
 
Analysis of how writers 
use language and 
structure (Lg-AO2).  
 
Critical evaluation (Lg-
AO4).  
 
Textual references. 

paintings –as a 
stimulus) 
 
Features of writing 
to 
Describe. 
 
Use of sentence 
Structure and 
Punctuation for 
impact 
 
Emphasis on crafting 
writing. 
 
(Lg-AO5) 
(Lg-AO6) 
 

Texts about fairs) 
 
Synthesis of texts 
(Lg-AO1) 
 
Comparison of 
writers’ 
ideas and 
perspectives 
(Lg-AO3). 
 
Comparison of 
writers’ 
methods to convey 
meaning/s 
(Lg-AO3). 

 
 
 

 
Synthesis of texts 
(Lg-AO1) 
 
Comparison of 
writers’ 
ideas and 
perspectives 
(Lg-AO3). 
 
Comparison of 
writers’ 
methods to convey 
meaning/s 
(Lg-AO3). 
 

Purpose: explain, 
argue, persuade 
 

Writing to present a 
point of view.  
 
Planning within a time 
limit.  
 
Proofreading 
/accuracy.  
 
(Lg-AO5)  
(Lg-AO6) 

 

Skills of 
presentation with 
emphasis on 
planning, self and 
peer evaluation. 

(Lg-AO7) 
(Lg-AO8) 
(Lg-AO9) 

 
Modern Classics: 
To Kill A Mockingbird - Harper Lee 
A Farewell to Arms – Ernest 
Hemingway 
The Great Gatsby - F. Scott 
Fitzgerald 
Animal Farm or 1984 - George 
Orwell 
Catch 22 – Joseph Heller 
The Catcher in the Rye – J.D. 
Salinger 
The Color Purple – Alice Walker 
Anita and Me – Meera Syal 
Atonement – Ian McEwan 
Birdsong – Sebastian Faulks 
The Book Thief – Markus Zusak 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Nighttime – Mark Haddon 
Refugee Boy – Benjamin 
Zephaniah 
The Road – Cormac McCarthy 
Shadow of the Wind – Carlos Ruiz 
Zafón 
White Teeth – Zadie Smith 
 

Yr11 

Language 
Paper 2: 
Writers’ views and 
perspective- Reading  
 
Texts about surfing: 
Morning Glass  
The Hawaiian Archipelago 
Texts about snow 
The Death Zone by Matt 
Dickinson  
London Snow  
Texts about holidays 
Why working 
parents like me 
dread the summer 
holidays 
A letter about a national 
bank holiday in 1882. 
 
Identify and interpret 
explicit and implicit 
information and ideas (Lg-
AO1).   
 
Analysis of how writers 
use language and 
structure (Lg-AO2).  
 
Critical evaluation (Lg-
AO4). 
 
Textual references 

Language 
Paper 2:  
Writers’ views and 
perspective.  
 

Discursive writing: 
Form: letter, speech, 
article  
Purpose: explain, 
argue, persuade 
 

Writing to present a 
point of view.  
 
Planning within a 
time limit.  
 
Proofreading 
Accuracy.  
 
(Lg-AO5)  
(Lg-AO6) 

 

Language 
Paper 1:  
Explorations in 
creative Reading 
 
TEXTS 

Minty Alley by C. L. R. 
James 
The Street of the 
Blank Wall by Jerome 
K. Jerome 
 
 
Spoken Language 
Presentations (Non-
exam assessment) 
 
Skills of 
presentation with 
emphasis on 
planning, self and 
peer evaluation. 
 
(Lg-AO7) 
(Lg-AO8) 
(Lg-AO9) 

Language 
Paper 1 & 2:  
1.Explorations in 
creative reading & 
writing.  
2.Writers’ Views 
and perspectives 
 
Writing – revision  
Paper 1: Write to 
describe, narrate 
 
Crafting writing. 
 
Writing in timed 
conditions.  
 
Accuracy.  
Proofreading.  
 
(Lg-AO5)  
(Lg-AO6) 

 
Paper 2: Write to 
explain, argue & 
persuade 
 
Writing to present a 
point of view.  
 
Planning within a 
time limit.  
 
Proofreading 
/accuracy.  
 
(Lg-AO5)  
(Lg-AO6) 

Exams & further 
revision (past papers) 

Exams 



 

 


