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A message from our Headteacher
This term we were able to return to as much pre-COVID normality a possible, with more face to face home tuition and trips
and events for our centre pupils. I would like to say well done to our Year 11 pupils who, despite anxieties and set backs all
sat their GCSE exams. We look forward to seeing them on 25th August results day. We are all incredibly proud of them all.
We enjoyed celebrating their last day with us, at our Year 11 Leavers Event, which was also attended by parents, siblings and
Management Committee members. The Year 11s as well as KS3 and Year 10 pupils showed themselves to be amazingly
talented when they performed their music pieces at the event.
I am also proud of our KS3 pupils who have transitioned back to their
mainstream schools. Along with our Year 11 pupils, we wish them every
happiness and success as they embark on the next chapter of their lives.
I would like to thank all our parents/carers, and dedicated colleagues for
playing their respective parts in ensuring Ashley College’s continued
success in supporting our vulnerable pupils.
I wish you all restful and enjoyable summer break.
Ranjna Shiyani

Grow Your Own!

We’ve had huge success with our vegetable plot this summer, despite the lack of sunshine
in the first few weeks! We’ve got a wonderful crop of courgettes,
lettuce, tomatoes and herbs growing. The red currants, gooseberries were delicious and make a handy snack for the pupils to pick themselves at break time,
as well as have them in the fruit salad for lunch.
KS3 pupils learnt about the option of buying fair-trade and were encouraged to incorporate fair-trade ingredients in to the ice lollies they
made. Pupils also learnt ways of minimising sugar, so they either used
an unrefined sugar or a sugar free alternative to sweeten their
lollies. Once the pupils had experimented and decided on their
favourite recipe they sold their products at break time to raise
money for their chosen charity, incorporating their
enterprise skills too!

In Year 10 we have some very enthusiastic chefs who have
already been produced some wonderful dishes. Dani has been inspiring us
with her authentic Italian cooking. The whole class made some delicious cannoli with a range of fillings.
Our Year 11 pupils produced some delicious meals for their BTEC Home Cooking course. Inspired by
cuisines from around the world, they made nutritious two course meals, exploring a range of cooking
techniques as well as presentation and garnishing. There was a great ranges cuisines chosen, from
Polish, Italian, Jamaican, to Indian, Chinese and French– definitely a very international year!
Lauran Brannigan
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Poetry Writing for Well-being
We were very fortunate to have Zohab Zee Khan conduct a poetry workshop
with our students on Friday 8th July. Zohab is a successful rapper, spoken word
poet, hip-hop artist and educator who has performed and conducted poetry
workshops in over 30 countries across the world.
The focus of Zohab’s workshop was ‘writing for well-being’ and all would agree
that Zohab successfully created a fun and light-hearted atmosphere which
included the pleasure of watching Zohab perform two of his own fantastic poems. The students were very taken
by his use of sound, rhyme, rhythm, metaphor and how he delivered his performance. All of this acted as a
stimulus for our students to demonstrate their own creativity, remind themselves of their attributes and
produce some wonderful poems in a very short space of
time.
Amani in Year 9 said, “I think the poet was quite entertaining with all the poems he showed us. Also, the way
he showed us how to write poems was interesting.”
In one of the activities, Zohab got the students to write
poems about why they are brilliant. See below some
lines from these poems which were written on the day.

Caroline O’Gara
Lines from the students’ ‘brilliance’ poems
TASHA
My personality is a rainbow because I am always changing.
I am brilliant unicorn spreading rainbows because I am funny.
AMANI
SKYE
I am a plane, flying in the sky.
My eyes are blue because they are as deep as the ocean.
My brilliance is going take over the world because it slays.

My eyes are brown that they remind you of
honey in the sunlight.
CHRIS
My smile is blue because its shinning
I’m brilliant because my football goes up in the
air like the rocket and lands safely in the net.

MAGGIE
I am brilliant because I have a sense of humour.
I am brilliant because I crack myself up.
LEWI
My kindness is the colour white because it shows light
and not darkness, sadness
and I am helpful.
Basketball because I am good at it.
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TASHA

Pupils’ Poems

Hi my name is Tasha
SKYE

Some people call me dasher.

I want to be someone who can do maths equations as fast as a
calculator.

I hate when I am called Sasha.

If nothing was impossible I would time travel to the future to
make my life perfect.

But I always need reminders

I hate spiders

My best friend is called Sky

My name is Skye, what makes me happy is pie.

She hates pies

I am a small cottage, lowering below my friends.

I don’t know why

I’m brilliant because my dogs great and I associate with him.

My next friend is Maggie

I am a plane, flying in the sky.

Her name is Magz.

My eyes are blue because they are as deep as the ocean.
My brilliance is going take over the world because it slays.
My dog is brilliant because am great and he associates with me.

AMANI
I’m brilliant because am lazy.

LEWI

I’m a slug walking in a forest.

My kindness is the colour white because it shows light
and not darkness, sadness and I am helpful.

My eyes are brown that they remind you of honey in
the sunlight.

Basketball because I am good at it.

My brilliance walks out and plays my games for me.

White because it reminds me of heaven light

I’m brilliant because I am laidback

I am human walking in Brazil

I’m brilliant because I am lazy.

I am Brazilian because I am good at basketball.

CHRIS

I am brilliant because I bounce like a basketball.

I want to play football and kick like a kangaroo

I am brilliant because I am nice caring and loving

Able to fly

I am kind because I am.

If nothing was impossible I would change bad things in the past
The joke wasn’t funny but he laughed to much
To give people freedom.

Ashley College were very fortunate to be given tickets to take our
FOOTBALL’S
pupils on the Wembley Stadium tour. We took a group of pupils
to the stadium and we were shown around by a member of the ground
staff.

COMING HOME!

We took the route that the England players take from their arrival at the
stadium, through the labyrinth of corridors to the changing rooms. Here
we had the opportunity to pose for pictures in our favourite players
changing booth. Later we lined up at the pitch entrance as teachers on
one side and pupils on the other, much the same as the England team
and their opponents.
We then walked towards the pitch , but we were not allowed on it! As the grass needed to be protected for the
real match. But we were allowed to enter the media suite, pupils were able to tact out and speak to all the
journalists (teachers) about our wonderful “match”. It was a memorable trip enjoyed by staff and pupils alike.
Frank Ofori Sampong
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SHARING INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY WITH STAFF
Ashley College invested in some Virtual Reality (VR ) headsets some time ago
and have used them in pupils Wellbeing sessions for a while now. Through
VR pupils are able to ‘escape’ and take them themselves to different
environments and learn to relax in a calming atmosphere.
Part of the work we do around developing resilience is to take our pupils off
site trips and give them wider experiences, but during the COVID pandemic
we had to cancel these trip . We therefore started to explore the use of VR to ‘take’ pupils on trips and continue to
support their cultural capital. The cultural capital of our pupils is limited at the best of times and not having these
trips cut down these experiences further. We also started to link the use of VR to teaching certain topics.
We had managed to take our pupils to the human body exhibition at the
Natural History museum. Pupils were able to look inside the human body at
the digestive system, the circulatory system as well as all of the organs that
operate in the system. During follow-up lessons at school, searching the web
for some appropriate images it occurred to us that we could use the VR
equipment giving the pupils a new way to experience learning about the
body.
Since this early use of the VR equipment , Science has used it to look at the
structure of the atom, journeys into space and looking at the make-up of the polar regions.
I have led on training for our other subject teachers and TAs, as well as
Management Committee to demonstrate the use of VR and its potential in
supporting teaching and learning. I know History will be incorporating the
use of VR when they look at life in Victorian times or in the trenches during
World Wars. Art , who have already used VR to enable pupils to create 3-D
virtual art pieces, will also be looking to use technology to ‘take’ pupils to
art exhibitions. Staff are all excited about the potential of VR and I am sure
that it will continue play a big role in innovative education at Ashley College
in the future.
Frank Ofori-Sampong
Artist Flo Awolaje works with African
VISITING
fabrics to create unique, interesting
pieces of vibrant art. Much of her work is turned
into everyday objects like coasters and tea towels
which are very bright and funky and they make the
every day extraordinary.

Artwork by Flo Awolaje

Flo was invited to run a workshop for our pupils,
we did some research into her art and her
inspirations as an artist and then chose some
beautiful fabrics to craft our own designs.
We talked about how art can really help our
wellbeing as it is relaxing and gives you a focus
point and of course being creative is one
strategy for positive mental wellbeing.
Anne-Marie Mika
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ARTIST—FLO AWOLAJE

The Willesden Suffragists - Trip to Brent Museum and Archives

A Window into Brent’s Past

Our trip to Brent Museum and Archives on the 8th of June was
an opportunity to further develop skills in source analysis and to enhance our students' cultural capital by learning
more about the history of the local area. The particular focus of this workshop was to examine sources related to
the Willesden Suffragists, which was a hugely significant movement in the early part of the 20th Century.
Led by Jana Cameron, Learning Officer at the museum, the students were given a tour of the museum which gave
them an insight into what life was like for people in Brent in the 19th and 20th centuries. This was followed by a
meeting with the archivist, who talked about her career journey and how archives work.
Jana led a very stimulating workshop in which the students were given the opportunity to handle original sources
from the London Society for Women's Suffrage, Willesden and District Branch. During the discussions, Jana helped
them to relate this campaign to their own knowledge of campaigns
for civil and human rights.
In small groups, the students examined three sources:
1. Financial Statement for the year ending 31st May 1913.
2. Register of Electors Dec 2016, Queensbury-Willesden Green –
Polling District CWG2 and Constituency of Willesden West May
1945 – Polling District C.
3. Financial Statement for the year ending 31st May 1912.

The students were given three research questions which required
that they closely examine these sources and consider how Brent has
changed demographically between 1913 and 1945. They also discussed why particular MPs in 1912 did not support a suffrage bill that
was put forward in Parliament at the time. Finally, they identified
what sort of things the London Society for Women's Suffrage,
Willesden and District Branch did to raise money and what they spent
their money on.
These kinds of challenging activities help our students to look critically at
sources thus enabling them to develop their critical thinking skills when
reading all texts either in print or online.
“I liked the tour of Brent Museum as I could see a range of artefacts
from decades ago”.
Amani- Year 8

“I loved the archivist’s talk and the
tour of the museum was cool.”
Tasha -Year 10

Caroline O’Gara
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Goodbye and Good Luck Year 11!

We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate
all our year 11 students on their personal and academic
achievements, it has been a privilege for us to support
you all on your individual journeys and as a year group as
a whole.
Our Year 11’s have been an integral part of the School
and it has been a pleasure witnessing how they have
developed in confidence.
The Ashley College community are immensely proud of
them all and wish the students the best as they move
forward in the next stage of their education and lives.

We all very much enjoyed a wonderful Leavers’ Celebration
of delicious food and delightful company on 30th June 2022.
Live music was provided by the students themselves under
the masterful leadership of Mike McKenzie from Brent Music
Service. Their hard work and persistence during rehearsals
paid off and the audience were utterly gripped by some very
moving performances and the excellent collaboration between students as they strummed away together.
Thank you also to Ketan Shah and Jo Carroll, the Chair and
Vice Chair of our Management Committee, for attending this memorable event.

Memories of Ashley College from a year 11 perspective
‘When I came into Ashley College I was very anxious but if you ever feel overwhelmed you could go outside when you felt like you
needed it. Learning here helps me focus and also helps get distracted from troubling thoughts. Some of my achievements here
at Ashley College have been finding confidence to open up more to
some of the students as I was very anxious to open up initially. I
have had some nice experiences here in Ashley College such as
some fun trips. The environment here in Ashley college is supportive as you can share anything that's on your mind, relax and have rest breaks to breathe outside in the open
space whenever you're feeling low, anxious and stressed. I feel I have grown more confident.’
‘Learning here has brought me into the world of less pressure and more self-care. I have found my love for learning
back. They work through it and help us to understand the different subjects. But aside from learning, the teachers
here are very caring people that have great relationships with the students as it not only boosts your confidence but
it also helps the lessons to be a lot more enjoyable. I have had many great experiences here at Ashley College.’
Anne-Marie Mika

DO NOT FORGET!
Results day this year is on Thursday 25th August and the school will be open for results and College
advice from 10am. Our Examinations Officer , Lata, will be in touch with further details
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BRENT SUMMER HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES!
Want ideas on what to do over the summer? Take a look
at Brent’s offer. There is lots of activities for all children
and it is local!

For the latest Edition of
Your Brent magazine:
Your Brent - Summer
2022 by Brent Council Issuu

Have a look on the local offer to see what activities and
event there are over the summer holiday.
https://www.brent.gov.uk/ children-young-people-and
-families/send-local-offer/send-local-offer-directory?
page=1 &skip=0&order=brent_item_ title&size=25
There will be a number of activities in Libraries.
https://www.brent.gov. uk/libraries-arts-and-heritage/
libraries
A number of activities on offer via the HAF programme.
The website will list all these.
https://www.brent.gov.uk/ haf#HAF

Sports Centres run Free Swimming through the school holidays. Visit https://www.brent.gov.uk/parks-leisure-andhealthy-living/ sports-clubs-and-activities/ sport-activityfinder/swim-for-free-at-vale-farm-and-willesden-sportscentres
Sports Centres will also have their own activities for children during term time and after school.
https://www.brent.gov. uk/parks-leisure-and-healthyliving/ sports-clubs-and-activities
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE AUTUMN TERM 2022
Term Starts :

Monday 5th September— All pupils return ( Staff INSET on 1st and 2nd September)

Parent Evening: Wednesday 14th September—Parent/Carer Progress Review and Target Setting
@ 3.30pm – 6.30pm.
HALF TERM :

MONDAY 24th October - FRIDAY 28th October 2022

Staff INSET:

Wednesday 2nd November—Staff INSET day ( school closed to pupils )

Term Ends:

Friday 16th December
Elefriends (part of MIND UK)
A supportive online community
where you can be yourself. We all
know what it’s like to struggle
sometimes, but now there’s a safe place to listen, share
and be heard. Whether you're feeling good right now,
or really low, it's a safe place to share experiences and
listen to others. Elefriends is moderated daily by the Ele
handler team from 10am-midnight.
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/supportFor Activities over the holidays and outside of
school hours for pupils with ASD please visit the
BOAT website: www.brent.gov.uk/boat

The Hub of Hope is the UK’s leading mental health
support database. It is provided by national mental
health charity, Chasing the Stigma, and brings local,
national, peer, community, charity, private and NHS
mental health support and services together in one
place for the first time. https://hubofhope.co.uk

Or contact them : boat@brent.gov.uk
Kooth Parent Helpline: 0808 802 5544
Monday to Friday 9.30am – 4pm
https://www.kooth.com/

ASHLEY COLLEGE
ASHLEY GARDENS
WEMBLEY HA9 8NP
Tel: 020 8937 3330

info@brentfoodbank.org.uk

Tel:

https://brent.foodbank.org.uk/get-help

Email: admin@ashleycollege.brent.sch.uk
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0203 7455 972

