Autumn Newsletter
Autumn 2020 Edition

Dear Parents and Carers,

Message from the Headteacher

This has been a challenging term for us all, locally, nationally
and worldwide. COVID-19 has thrown many issues our way, whether personal, work or school related and we
understand how this has increased anxieties and worries for our students, parents and carers, as well as our staff.
We are fortunate in Brent to offer a provision such as Ashley College, which can support young people who are
particularly vulnerable. COVID-19 has made us respond to urgent and changing factors, and embrace new opportunities. Throughout the Autumn term not only have we been able to provide our full curriculum, we have expanded
our offer by being able to provide Japanese for KS3; French to Yr10 and Portuguese to Yr11. I am proud of how resilient our students have become, despite adversities, and managed to sustain good attendance, engage in learning and support their peers.
Our staff, home tutors and students have all stepped up, upskilling themselves on new ways of teaching and learning via Google Classroom and use of other technology to ensure continuity of education.
During the term we also achieved recognition for our focus on wellbeing through healthy eating by achieving our
first Healthy School mark. Valuing the therapeutic importance of music also gained us the Music School mark. We
have always viewed diversity as an important factor in all that we do and especially being part of the rich community and cultures in Brent, recognition of our work has gained us the Diversity mark. Our journey must not end
here, we continue to self reflect and improve the provision and are now working on achieving the next levels in
these kite marks.
As we close for the winter break, in order to continue to protect yourselves, your families and our staff, may I ask
that you and your family members follow the government guidelines on COVID-19 throughout the holiday.
Remember, if you or you child receive a positive test result before and up to Wednesday 23rd December you need
to inform us immediately so that we can do track and track for our school bubble. After this date follow NHS Test
and Trace guidelines.
Please email: admin@ashleycollege.brent.sch.uk or call the school mobile on: 07540 737 250
The staff and I would like to wish you all as safe and restful Christmas break and look forward to seeing all our
students on Monday 4th January.
Ranjna Shiyani
During summer our open play area
was expanded and covered with soft
play . We were able to create a basket ball pitch, as well as five-a-side
football and a tennis court. The new surface has not only made it so much
safer, with much better grip, but has a ‘bounce’, making it easier on the leg
joints. Friday PE activities included basketball and tennis this term. The
fresh surface markings on the ground for the different activities has
enabled the students to be clearer about the rules and they enjoyed taking
part. As well as the students enjoying the new space, I have stopped talking Maths and an now in full
competition with Calvin , our teaching assistant, on the court. We also have the new exercise area with
gym equipment where students can continue being active if they are not able to participate in the more
active team sports. The new spaces are a great improvement for all students and staff to
use.
Kader Benamara

New Basket Ball Court
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At Ashley College
everyone was excited
to get involved in a
workshop run by The Poetry Society to
showcase our students’ creativity and to
celebrate Brent as the London Borough of
Culture 2020.

Poetry Workshop

Our young people were guided by the poet
Rakaya Fetuga, to write and perform their
own poetry on themes of heritage and
identity.
Over two days, the students participated in the a range of activities which included
playing word games, discussing poetry techniques, experimenting in writing and
editing different styles of poems, poetry reading and talking about places in Brent
that are of personal significance.

Looking at London Borough of
Brent and student’s experience
of the area

All of these activities culminated in the students’ final collaboration on a poem called
‘Streets of Brent.’ The Poetry Society will combine the poems from all of the schools involved into a single video as
a 'Love Letter to Brent' which will be shared on YouTube, Vimeo, and social media, as well as on their website and
possibly in London Borough of Culture materials.
All of our students should be congratulated for engaging so well with all of the
activities and for impressively collaborating on this challenging and creative project. A special thanks goes to Vicky
and Ocean for volunteering to do an audio recording of the poem.
Caroline O’Gara

Poem

Independent Learners
The Streets of Brent

Brent is the doorway to our future.

At Ashley College, we aim to develop our students into

My roots are in the streets and shops of NW10,

independent learners. In so doing, we hope that the

Walking from Alperton to

pupils in our charge can take control of their own learning

Harlesden station, still and quiet,
yet still buzzing with life.
Down by the canal
while walking after school on Preston Road
the streetlights shine above me

– both inside the classroom and beyond. One of the ways
we do this is through encouraging students to develop
their own revision techniques. Below is a fantastic
example from Vicky
in Year 11 who has
created her own

the rays criss-cross behind me

revision cards in

as I open my door.

preparation for her

Brent is our home, our territory,

GCSE in History.

so explore.
Collaborative poem by: Courtney, Ocean,
Almas, Vicky, Robin and Kai.

Caroline O’Gara
2

Diversity Mark

Welcome to the Diversity Mark!

This term we joined Learningworkz and
embarked on our journey to becoming a Centre of Excellence in diversity
and inclusion.
The Diversity Mark allows our school to celebrate the work we are
doing already to ensure all our students needs are being met regardless
of race, ethnicity, gender or disability. The Diversity Mark is currently in
several schools across the country and we are very excited about becoming part of a network of schools who are doing
amazing things.
We value our parent/carer input and would love you to be part of our journey. Currently we
have a parent governor vacancy and hope we can entice one of you to think about joining us to be
our parent link on the committee.
If you are interested, please contact the admin office and we will arrange a time for you to meet,
or discuss over the telephone with me, more about the role.
Christine Cahillane
This term we have been busy in the food department planting a selection of winter
vegetables such as purple Brussel sprouts, broccoli, red cabbage, leeks, onions and
garlic.

Grow Our Own

We will be incorporating these into students cooking lessons as it is a wonderful way to show students where food comes from to support the topic of
seasonal foods. Planting and nurturing our own food encourages us to be
more connected to the food we eat, with the added bonus of knowing that
our food isn’t coming with any unwanted residue of pesticides. We are making sure to use only natural pesticides and fungicides as well as a natural,
organic fertilizer.
In our last week of term we are utilizing the abundance of sage we have been
growing in our herb garden in our sage and onion sausage rolls. Students have
been learning the medicinal qualities of a range of herbs and spices. Sage is a
wonderful herb for supporting digestion and helps with brain function.
We are looking forward to the spring where we will be able to grow an even
wider selection of vegetables, as well as fruits, to incorporate into our recipes.
Let us know if you have any suggestions and requests of what you would like
to see in our garden!
Lauran Brannigan

Adapting to New Ways of Learning

In line with our mission and vision, our aim is to empower
our educators with knowledge, skills, and the best-in-class

tools to deliver quality education to our students.
With all the disruptions that COVID has brought about this year it has still
provided us with an opportunity to transform and innovate.
In the context of curriculum delivery, we swiftly integrated Google for Education
into Ashley College. Our teachers and students communicate, collaborate, and
manage class work through various tools including Google Classroom, Google
Meet, and Google Drive.
We have adapted and it is still a work in progress – we will continue to evolve with
technology , ensuring staff and students are supported , as more features are released.
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Bahae Omid

Budding Artist
Ocean receives a special message and gift from artist Hibiba
As part of the GCSE Art & Design Reflection project, students are required to show
how they have responded to the work of other artists. Ocean took inspiration from
the illustrator Hibiba and significantly improved his drawing technique of recreating
Afro hair for one of his characters.
Here is her special message to Ocean upon seeing the transformation of his work:
“…. it’s fantastic. I can really tell that he has studied my work and the texture of afro hair. For
me when it comes to drawing black/afro hair it's all about the texture, the texture takes time
because the texture is magic! Everything about afro hair generally takes time so it makes
complete sense that drawing it would also... and this isn't a bad thing. I am proud and happy
to give my drawings literal hours because black hair is beautiful and deserving of being
represented honestly. Once you come to realize and accept this your work will only get better
and more realistic, so KEEP GOING!!
I love how the character is really coming to life and developing into themselves… I would
encourage the artist to push themselves further by experimenting with different mediums,
because there are such a broad range of textures within our hair, different mediums (such as
ink pens, oil pastels, watercolour, etc.). This will really help you get a better sense of what
works and what doesn't.
Don't forget to have fun with it though, some things won't work and will look awful - but that's
fine. It's all part of the learning process. Can't wait to see what your artistic future holds and
thank you for appreciating my work.
Stay safe and best wishes, Hibiba

Citizenship Project

Hibiba also sent Ocean a special
limited edition print of her work
which he collected in a special
assembly.

Ocean character drawing before and after being inspired by
the work of Hibiba

Linett Kamala
Why is Brent Council cutting down so many trees?
A GCSE active citizenship investigation by Courtney in Year 11 in which he wanted to
make a difference to the local community.
Courtney wanted to uncover why so many trees where being cut down in Brent. His
research included learning about Brent tree campaign groups who had been bringing
this issue to the attention of the public and what steps could be taken to plant more
trees for future generations.

Courtney’s created a questionnaire which was sent to all students and staff, sent out
various emails and interviewed Heidi, our School Business Manager. This led to the
successful application for free trees for Ashley College from the organisation Tree Appeal.
In December 2020, Courtney led the arrangements of where the new samplings would be planted for future Ashley College
students to enjoy.
Linett Kamala
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The Numbers Game
The Drop Everything and Problem Solve is a weekly 10 minute session led by the class teacher on Thursdays during
the start of the first period.
The session aims to encourage and develop students’ numeracy, problem solving and thinking skills outside the
maths lesson, challenging the attitude of ‘I can’t do maths’ for staff and students.
Students are expected to give an explanation of their responses to the problem, thus improving their
oracy.

Below are two puzzles for you to try: during the Christmas break:
Puzzle 1

Puzzle 2

The owner of a banana plantation has a camel.

At a party, everyone shook hands with everybody
else.

He wants to transport his 3000 bananas to the market,
which is located after the desert.

There were 66 handshakes.

The distance between his banana plantation and the
market is about 1000 kilometres.

How many people
were at the party?

So, he decided to take his camel to carry the bananas.
The camel can carry at the
maximum of 1000 bananas at
a time, and it eats one banana
for every kilometre it travels.
Kader Banamara

What are the most bananas
he can take to market?
APPS TO HELP CHILDREN STAY SAFE ONLINE

Keeping Safe Online

There has never been a more important time
than during this Covid period and with the Christmas holidays beginning, to know exactly what your children are accessing online.
The following information and links can be found in the updated
DfE guidance: Coronavirus (covid-19): Keeping children safe online.
The BBC have a website and app called Own it. https://
www.bbc.com/ownit.
The website has a lot of content for children to help them navigate
their online lives, and the free smartphone app comes with a special keyboard which can intervene with help and
support in the moments that children need it the most. It can be downloaded for free in the Google Play
Store and Apple App Store.
SafeToNet is an app for parents to help them safeguard their children from online risks like cyberbullying
and sexting, whilst respecting their child’s rights to privacy. Parents can sign up for a free trial where the
app can be uploaded and then subscribe following the 2-week period.
https://safetonet.com/get-started/
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Sasha Sharpe

Safeguarding Updates
During these last few months, life has changed dramatically with the return to school during COVID and the
second lockdown. Therefore, the focus for this update is on helpful information and ways to safely move
forward through the Christmas period and into the new year.
NITROUS OXIDE WARNING
Local police are warning the public about the dangers of nitrous oxide (N2O)
following a noticeable increase in the presence of the discarded canisters in the
many areas in Brent. Nitrous oxide – also known as ‘balloons’, ‘laughing gas’,
‘Nos’, ‘whippits’, ‘chargers’ and ‘hippie crack’ – is often used by teenagers as a
cheap recreational drug, but many people may not be aware of the dangerous
side effects. The use of nitrous oxide is not illegal, however selling or giving it
away for recreational purposes is prohibited. Those who are found to be doing
so can face a fine and a prison sentence of up to seven years. While nitrous
oxide is not a dangerous substance if used correctly, it can become addictive.
The gas is usually used for medical and catering purposes and is always given
under supervision. However, if taken incorrectly the user may risk injury, or
even death, from lack of oxygen. In one case a habitual user was left paralysed.
Further information on nitrous oxide and its effects can be found on the Talk to
Frank website. It is important that we raise awareness and ask families to support in this by talking to their children about the risks.
Click here for further information: https://www.talktofrank.com/drug/nitrous-oxide

Sasha Sharpe

Contacts during the holiday period

Brent Carers Centre
email@brentcarerscentre.org.uk
020 3802 7070
https://brentcarerscentre.org.uk/what-we-do/
https://www.kooth.com/

Parent Helpline: 0808 802 5544
Monday—Friday 9.30am– 4pm

Brent Food Bank
Vestry Hall
Neasden Lane
(Church End roundabout)
London
NW10 2TS
info@brentfoodbank.org.uk
0203 7455 972

The Samaritans Call:
116 123 9 (24 hours a day)
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What to do over the holiday
Here are a few suggestions of activities you and your child could try to while at home during the Christmas
break:


Listen to an audio book. Audible has made many books available for free including books by David
Walliams.



Start a film club. Watch movies with your friends on Google Hangouts / Zoom. Pick a different film each
week - you could even start a vlog of your reviews. There’s also Netflix Party, which you can use to watch
Netflix shows at



Art classes. Learn to draw with the famous children’s illustrator, Rob, on YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBpgrJijMpk_pyp9uTbxLdg



Become a tech genius! Check out Geek Gurl Diaries for all stuff tech.



See the universe! Explore the world with a virtual tour of the Great Wall of China. Or go to another world
and experience a virtual tour of Mars!



Learn a new language. Rosetta Stone are offering three months free to learn a new language



Become a quiz master. Make up a quiz and invite your family and friends to a Zoom / Hangouts to play.
Sasha Sharpe
Please links below to the latest DFE guidance
(14th December) in regards to to self- isolate following a trip overseas. Plus general guidance dur-

COVID INFORMATION

Coronavirus (COVID-19): how to self-isolate when you
travel to the UK - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Guidance for parents and carers on supporting children
and young people’s mental health and wellbeing during

Guidance for households with grandparents, parents and children living together where someone is
COVID NHS CONTACT
If you have problems using COVID online services call. Lines open 7am –11pm
119 if you're in England, Wales or Northern Ireland, 0300 303 2713 in Scotland
Christmas opening hours
On 24, 25, 31 December and 1 January, lines are open from 7am to 5pm
Online Service available at Coronavirus (COVID-19) - NHS (www.nhs.uk)
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE SPRING TERM

Monday 4th January 2021

-

Students return to School. Normal start time.

Wednesday 13th January 2021 - Parent/Carer Progress Review and Target Setting
Day
@ 3.30pm – 6.30pm.
HALF TERM : MONDAY 15TH FEBRUARY – FRIDAY 19th FEBRUARY
Wednesday 3rd March, 2021

- Year 11 Parents’ Evening. @ 2:30pm – 6.30pm.

Support and advice from bereaved young people,
for bereaved young people.
Tel: 0800 02 888 40
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/get-support

ASHLEY COLLEGE
ASHLEY GARDENS
WEMBLEY HA9 8NP
Tel: 020 8937 3330
Email: admin@ashleycollege.brent.sch.uk

When there is adverse weather, don’t forget
to check our website for information about
school opening at:
www.ashleycollege.brent.sch.uk
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